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A new model of palliative care at Concord Hospital  

This week NSW Health Minister, Jillian Skinner, officially 

opened the new Concord Centre for Palliative Care at 

Concord Hospital. 

The $9 million, 20-bed unit features 16 single rooms 

and two double rooms, some with spectacular views 

over Yaralla Bay. 

The new unit will provide patients with physical, spiritual 

and emotional support, symptom management and 

education during the final stages of illness, as well as 

support for families in the bereavement period. 

For Anna Blunt Waters, (also pictured here) the last 

weeks spent with her late husband Gordon were the 

most difficult and important of their lives together.  

After 10 years of living with an inoperable brain tumour, 

Gordon’s condition suddenly deteriorated and he was 

told he had just three weeks to live. 

Palliative care services provided by Concord Hospital, 

allowing her husband to have “exactly the kind of death 

he wanted to have”.  

“We didn't have to worry about medications or anything 

anymore. We had a stream of friends and family visiting; 

we had time to discuss and plan everything that we 

needed to, and palliative care gave him all of that,” she 

said.  

“It put all the decision making in our hands and saved us both a huge amount of stress and 

time, which we couldn't afford to waste.” 

The unit is a new model of care which takes a unique approach to palliative care. 

"While we understand that community-based palliative care is essential, we know that there 

will always be people who should and will die in hospital," the Minister said. 



 

 

“But our goal is to make the experience of hospital-based palliative care as close to the 

experience of dying at home as possible. 

“The final moments of life are incredibly important to the patient and their loved ones,” Mrs 

Skinner said. 

“It is satisfying to know this unit will provide comfort and tranquility at the end of life.” 

Sydney Local Health District Chief Executive Dr Teresa Anderson said all rooms were 

designed through consultation with patients to ensure each has individual access to an 

external garden area, a homely feel, and all medical equipment, such as oxygen, is hidden 

behind a wall. 

There are also meeting rooms, a shared dining area and courtyards to allow loved ones the 

space to enjoy private barbecue lunches and family gatherings. 

 


