
 

 

Top: SLHD Facility Planner Deborah Jenkins (centre) accepts 

the award with Vivienne Sioutas and David Munson of NSW 

Public Works. Bottom: Lois Michel, secretary for the City of 

Canada Bay Heritage Society, accepting her award. 
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Accolades for Yaralla at heritage awards 

Sydney Local Health District has been recognised at 

the 2014 National Trust of Australia (NSW) Heritage 

Awards for its work restoring the Boat House of the 

Thomas Walker Hospital within Yaralla Estate.  

Judges applauded the work, which involved traditional 

and contemporary repair techniques to preserve a 

“rare survivor” of the building type.  

“This building is a joy on the waterfront of the 

Parramatta River and its return from dereliction makes 

a real contribution to the foreshore of the Thomas 

Walker estate,” the judges said.  

A member of the Yaralla Estate Community Advisory 

Committee, which oversees the preservation and 

heritage of the Walker Estates and provides the 

District with advice on the best use of the grounds, 

was also honoured with a volunteer award from the 

NSW Heritage Council. 

Lois Michel, secretary for the City of Canada Bay 

Heritage Society, was one of 18 volunteers to be 

awarded a 2014 „Heritage Volunteer Hero‟ for her 

dedication to conserving NSW heritage through her 

work on the refurbishment and preservation of the 

Yaralla Estate. 

“She‟s been doing a wonderful job”, said the president 

of the City of Canada Bay Heritage Society Mark 

Durance. “It‟s great that all her efforts have been 

recognised in this way.” 

Dame Eadith Walker bequeathed Yaralla Estate to 

Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in 1938, to be used for health services and as a space for 

community enjoyment. While the District manages Yaralla House as a health facility, the 

City of Canada Bay Heritage Society provides funds and volunteers for restoration work for 

the estate‟s grounds and outlying buildings.  



 

 

So far the society has spent in excess of $100,000 on various conservation projects around 

the estate, mainly through funds raised on regular open days. The April open day raised 

just under $3,000, with the next one planned for October 26.   

Several restoration projects on the Estate have been completed already, including the 

squash court originally build for a visit by Prince Edward in the 1920s, the Four Winds 

Fountain, the Italian Balustrade, which featured as a backdrop in Baz Luhrmann‟s film The 

Great Gatsby, and most recently the Dairy, now used for serving morning and afternoon tea 

to tour groups. 

“All this work couldn‟t be done without the Yaralla Work Group,” said Lois Michel. “This 

wonderful group of workers, men and women, have over the years carried out a great deal 

of work on the Estate. However we are always looking for new hands.” 

To take a tour of the Estate or to volunteer for the Yaralla Work Group or the next Open 

Day, contact the City of Canada Bay Heritage Society at www.concordheritage.asn.au.  
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