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Aboriginal health alliance grows stronger 

The historic partnership between three 
metropolitan Local Health Districts and the 
Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS) Redfern has 
been renewed and strengthened as two new 
health organisations have added their support.  

St Vincent’s Health Australia and The Sydney 
Children’s Hospital Network have joined AMS 
Redfern, Sydney Local Health District, South 
Eastern Sydney Local Health District and Northern 
Sydney Local Health District in a commitment to 
achieve better health outcomes for Aboriginal 
people in metropolitan Sydney.  

The agreement was the first of its kind signed by 
any NSW Local Health District.  

The Chairperson of AMS Redfern, Sol Bellear, said ongoing collaboration between AMS 
Redfern and these organisations would ensure that future health policies and programs met 
local Aboriginal health needs.  

“The renewal of this partnership, and the addition of St Vincent’s Health Australia and The 
Sydney Children’s Hospital, reaffirms the commitment to work together to improve 
Aboriginal life expectancy,” Mr Bellear said.  

Sydney LHD Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, said understanding and appreciation of 
Aboriginal culture was essential for providing care to improve health outcomes for 
Aboriginal people. 

“Through this partnership, we will continue working to improve life expectancy by reducing 
and better managing chronic illnesses, improving access to health services, and increasing 
participation in health programs,” Dr Anderson said. 

The partnership includes an agreement on health priorities and engages locally identified 
health programs. It focusses on creating health services that are culturally appropriate and 
providing expert medical, nursing and allied health services. 

Sydney LHD’s Director of Aboriginal Health, George Long, said there were serious 
illnesses in the community which have a dramatic effect on our Aboriginal population. 

“These include diabetes, heart disease, kidney disease and smoking related illnesses,” Mr 
Long said. “The partnership will continue to focus on these conditions, while encouraging 
wider communication, improved health education, and greater participation in Aboriginal 
health programs.” 


