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Too many unaware of HIV status  

About 10 per cent of HIV positive people in NSW may 

be unaware they are infected and therefore missing out 

on vital treatment. HIV Testing Week, 14-20 July, aims 

to encourage at risk people to get tested, which is now 

easier and faster than ever before.   

Sydney Local Health District’s HIV Testing caravan has 

been set up at Newtown Hub since Monday, serving 

refreshments and safe packs containing condoms and 

information. Staff from the District’s Sexual Health 

Service and ACON will be on hand to answer any 

questions about HIV testing.  

The a[TEST] Newtown Rapid testing site on King Street 

will also offer evening testing on Wednesday July 16, in 

addition to its usual evening operation every Monday 

and Tuesday.  

RPA Sexual Health, located at Camperdown, also offers 

free and confidential rapid and conventional HIV testing, 

as well as evening clinics.  

District Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, said more 

than 10,500 people in NSW were living with diagnosed 

HIV infection.  

“Our district has one of the highest HIV rates in Australia 

so we are committed to preventing new infection and 

improving the health and wellbeing of people living with 

HIV,” Dr Anderson said.    

NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant said that rapid 

HIV testing is just one option of a range of high quality, 

safe and innovative HIV testing services being offered 

across NSW. Sexual health services, express clinics, after hours and drop in clinics, faster 

results and online booking are all part of a new era in HIV testing in NSW. People can also 

request a test from their GP.   

 “Increasing testing rates is vital because HIV is generally transmitted by people who don’t 

know they have it,” she said. “However, many people have not been tested recently, do not 

know they are HIV positive, and are possibly transmitting HIV to others. 


