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Getting to the heart of it 

The Genetic Heart Disease Clinic at 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital will hold its 
first patient day in September for people 
suffering from a range of inherited 
conditions.  

The event, to be held at the Charles 
Perkins Centre auditorium on 
September 13, will include sessions on 
the latest research on genetic heart 
diseases, the basics of genetics, genetic 
testing and family screening. 

There will also be specialised sessions  
on conditions such as hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy, Long QT Syndrome  
and Brugada Syndrome, and the role of implantable cardioverter defibrillators. 

Patients and their families and friends will get the opportunity to meet researchers and 
clinicians and engage in a question and answer sessions. 

For more information on the day, go to https://www.facebook.com/heartregistry or contact 
Laura Yeates on 9565 6187 or l.yeates@centenary.org.au  

Next month, Australia will also play host to the inaugural International Clinical Cardiovascular 
Genetics Conference, to be held in Brisbane.  

The scientific program includes the diagnosis and detection of cardiovascular genetic 
disease; risk stratification and management; novel therapeutic approaches; molecular testing 
and the role of next generation sequencing; new research developments; and 
multidisciplinary models of care. 

The two-day conference focuses  on major disease themes of cardiomyopathies such as 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, inherited arrhythmogenic disorders such as long QT syndrome 
and sudden unexplained death in the young, familial dyslipidaemias such as familial 
hypercholesterolaemia, arteriopathies such as Marfan Syndrome and congenital heart 
disease.  

Royal Prince Alfred’s Professor Chris Semsarian said the specialty event will bring together 
a range of people including cardiologists, geneticists, counsellors, psychologists, public 
health researchers and forensic pathologists.  

“Genetics is a growing area. It involves many specialties leading to a multidisciplinary model 
of care. There are currently over 40 different cardiovascular diseases directly caused by 
underlying genetic mutations,” he said. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/heartregistry
mailto:l.yeates@centenary.org.au


 

 

 

 

“We will have two world-class international speakers – Euan Ashley from Stanford and 
Arthur Wilde from Amsterdam Medical Centre as well as a wonderful national faculty.  

“On a personal level, I’m excited about the sessions related to the latest genetic 
technologies, such as whole exome and whole genome sequencing – where we can now 
sequence all 22,000 genes in the human body. This has meant a better understanding of 
genetic causes of heart disease.” Professor Semsarian said. 

“We see events such as this as an opportunity for further education, sharing knowledge and 
bringing together clinicians and allied health professionals with the goal to ultimately improve 
the care of patients and families with genetic heart diseases.” 

 

 

 

 

 


