
 

 

 

6 August 2014 

Celebrating 100 years at Alexandria 

For young mum Graziela Ciunciunsky 
(pictured with daughter Caridee), for 
staff it was a chance to say thank you; 
for the staff it was a chance to pay 
tribute to decades of change and for 
Sydney Local Health District it was an 
opportunity to celebrate the centenary of 
the Alexandria Early Childhood Health 
Centre, the first free government baby 
and child health clinic in NSW and the 
southern hemisphere. 
 
The first centre opened at 22 Henderson 
Rd, Alexandria on 24 August, 1914, at a 
time when infant mortality in Australia 
was high due to poor water, hygiene and sewerage systems.  
 
It later moved to the Alexandria Park Community Centre and is now one of more than 500 
centres across NSW providing an invaluable service to parents, such as Narrell McCabe and 
her son Benjamin (pictured on page 2), who visit weekly to use the toy library, the mothers’ 
groups and seek advice from experienced staff. 
 
The District’s Acting General Manager of Community Health, Miranda Shaw, (pictured at 
centre in the toy library with Acting Nurse Manager Jeanette King at left and the Director of 
Child and Family Health Services Louise Chapman on the right), paid tribute to the staff in all 
of the District’s centres who provide home visits, health, development and wellbeing checks 
for children as well as support, education and information on all aspects of parenting. 
  

Children from Alexandria Park 
Community School choir kindly sang 
several songs at yesterday’s event, 
including Isn’t She Lovely and Lullaby, 
bringing tears to the eyes of many in 
the audience, many of whom have 
dedicated their working lives to child 
health. 
 
For Aboriginal elder Allen Madden 
(pictured on page 2), who delivered 
the Welcome to Country, the singers 
and the event held special 
significance.  

 



 

 

 
 
His 10 children, 27 grandchildren and one great grandchild have all attended Alexandria 
Park Community School. He also spent four years living at 22 Henderson Road, after the 
centre moved, fathering the first six of his children there. 
 
“This is where my heart is,” he said.  
 
For more information on Early Childhood Centres, go to 
www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/CommunityHealth/EarlyChildhood  
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