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Concord Hospital says goodbye to brave Theresa 
 
On Friday, staff at Concord Burns Unit 
said goodbye – for now – to one their 
bravest patients. 
 
Theresa Rosales, 16, suffered severe 
burns to her chest, arms and neck after 
knocking over a kerosene lamp in her 
home in the Philippines eight years ago 
and was so badly scarred she had not 
been able to move her head, neck or 
arms since.  
 
The injuries have also prevented her from 
attending school and the future looked 
bleak – until she was examined by 
Concord Hospital’s Director of Burns Services, Professor Peter Haertsch, who was in the 
Philippines on a humanitarian visit with Interplast Australia and New Zealand.  
 
“She’s a growing girl who was encased in scar tissue, to the extent that her chin was fused to 
her breast bone and both shoulders were contracted forward so they almost met in front of her,” 
he said. 
 
“There was no medical help at all where Theresa is from and over the years the scarring was 
pulling things forward so that her lower jaw was much longer than it should be.” 
 
Sydney Local Health District and the Children First Foundation then joined forces to fly her to 
Australia and provide 40 days of hospital care and post-surgical accommodation. 
 
“The team we have here at Concord is pretty slick, very experience and in the first surgery, 
which took an hour and a half, we got done most of what I thought we could achieve,” Professor 
Haertsch said. 
 
“After these surgeries she now has a chin, she now has a neck, she now has armpits, and 
substantial skin grafts on her tummy. Her life will never be the same again. She’s turned around 
180 degrees.” 
 
Theresa will now recuperate at Children First’s rehabilitation farm near Melbourne, returning to 
Sydney next month for further treatment. 


