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Humanitarian medal for tsunami service 
 
ICU clinical nurse consultant Elaine McGloin had just 
finished a long shift at RPA when the District’s late Disaster 
Manager, Gaye Mackey Hudson, informed her that a 9.3 
magnitude earthquake had devastated 14 countries with 
waves up to 30 metres high.  
 
The following morning, Ms McGloin boarded a Royal 
Australian Air force Hercules bound for Samoa with Ms 
Hudson, Dr Tim McCulloch, Dr Fergal McCourt and many 
more medical volunteers.   
 
“It was very confronting seeing people with such horrific 
trauma and seeing how frightened everyone was,” she said. 
“At one stage the tsunami alarms went off again so everyone 
started rushing for the hills and away from the coast.”  
 
Thankfully this was a false alarm and Ms McGloin and her 
team were able to help countless injured and traumatised 
survivors during their deployment. She recently received a 
Human Overseas Service Medal from the Australian 
Government for her contribution to the international 
response effort.    
 
“One survivor who stands out for me was a young woman in 
her late teens who had lost about nine or 10 people including 
her immediate family and many of her extended family,” she 
said. “The look on her face seemed to be beyond despair.  
 
“She was completely disengaged with everyone and everything going on around her 
because she was just so devastated.” 
 
Ms McGloin said she would never see coverage of natural disasters the same way again 
after her experience and would definitely volunteer again.  
 
“It’s strange, but it was in some ways a positive experience,” she said.  “To see how well the 
response was organised and to see how many people from different countries were willing 
to help, it was humbling.” 
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