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Who’s who in the cancer zoo 
 
Concord Hospital’s Sydney 
Survivorship Centre will launch a 
series of free public forums next month 
for cancer patients and their families.  
 
Part of the Concord Cancer Centre, 
the Survivorship Centre has provided 
holistic care and support to cancer 
patients, those who have recently 
completed treatment, since its launch 
in September 2013.  
 
One of the centre’s medical 
oncologists, Associate Professor 
Janette Vardy, said the forums were 
planned to inform patients and their families about all aspects of their cancer journey. 
 
“We are focusing on questions and concerns that have been raised by patients including 
symptoms to expect, side-effects of treatment, and the psychological distress patients can 
experience,” Associate Professor Vardy said.  
 
The first forum, from 5pm to 6.30pm on 9 February, will be a special introduction for those 
who are new to cancer services. 
 
“It’s for people who haven’t had much to do with hospitals before and don’t have a good 
idea of who does what in a cancer service,” Associate Professor Vardy said.  
 
“The aim for the first forum is to introduce all the roles and people they will be dealing with, 
a kind of who’s who in the cancer zoo.”  
 
The second forum on 9 March is titled Post treatment concerns for cancer survivors, with a 
focus on breast cancer and the third forum on 13 April is dedicated to complementary and 
alternative medicines. 
 
Associate Professor Vardy said the centre had been well attended since the launch, with 
more and more patients accessing services all the time.  
 
“Feedback is that patients and families have been extremely satisfied as everyone has 
found the services helpful and worthwhile,” she said.    
 
For a full program of the free public forums planned at the Sydney Survivorship Centre, visit 
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/concord/cancer/survivorship.html.  
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