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New management trainees join the fold 
 
Nine new Graduate Management Trainees 

joined the Sydney Local Health District 
community this week, taking their positions 

alongside senior executives to learn the skills 
necessary for leadership in health.  

 
The Director of the program, Associate 

Professor Jeff Patrick, said the quality of 
applications this year was overwhelming with 

more than 130 submitted.   
 
“The calibre of candidates this year was truly 
incredible and those selected are already high 

achievers,” he said. 
 

The program is the largest of its kind in NSW 
and is a key initiative to ensure strong health 

leadership for the future, co-ordinator Vanessa 
Nube said. 

 
“The program includes placement with high level managers who provide mentoring while the 

graduates undertake a rigorous study program which will provide them with a Master of Health 
Service Management from the University of Tasmania at the end of the two year program,” Ms 

Nube said.   
 

Walter Towney, who has begun his placement with the General Manager of Community Health, 
Miranda Shaw, said he was inspired by the people he had met in his short time here so far.  

 
“There is so much I can learn and so many things I can do here that wouldn’t be possible 

anywhere else,” he said.  
 

He is particularly interested in mental health following his work with the Australian Indigenous 
Mentoring Experience organisation.  

 
“We were focused on encouraging high school students to continue their education and I 

encountered lots of young people with mental health issues in their background. I’ve built some 
contacts with different community groups and organisations that can help but I would love to 

keep building that knowledge and learn how to help more.” 
 

The program is supported by our partner organisations with St Vincent’s Hospital Network, the 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care, the Ambulance Service of NSW 

and the Ministry of Health all agreeing to mentor graduates. 
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