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Call to donate brains for medical research 

When Jill Schofield’s mother died from 

an aggressive brain tumour, she 

already knew her mum’s wishes – to 

leave her brain to science to help 

develop treatments for future 

generations. 

Today, Ms Schofield, pictured being 

interviewed for Channel 10 news, told 

her story at the official opening of the 

renovated RPA Neurosciences 

Laboratories in Camperdown. 

The laboratories, opened today by the  

Minister for Health and Minister for 

Medical Research, Jillian Skinner, 

provide highly specialised services in Sydney Local Health District and across NSW, including 

surgical neuropathology, brain tumour diagnostics and research, autopsy neuropathology, as well 

as muscle and nerve biopsies. 

Minister Skinner said the $300,000 renovation of the laboratories at RPA was a key example of the 

NSW Government’s approach to supporting localised research hubs across the state. 

“The renovated neuropathology laboratories at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital are a great example of 

the results that can be achieved when working together at a local level as part of a research hub,” 

she said. 

“By local health districts being integrally involved in research hubs, our health services will be 

enhanced not just by the research, but by the culture of research and evidence based practice that 

develops across services,” Minister Skinner said. 

RPA neuropathology is the only department of its type in Australia. The laboratories include a 

specialised brain and spinal cord cutting and processing laboratory, and a dedicated Creutzfeldt-

Jakob disease diagnostic laboratory.  

Clinical Associate Professor Michael Buckland said brain cancers were some of the most 

aggressive forms of cancer and the most common type, glioma, remained a very serious diagnosis 

despite recent advances in medicine.  

“New equipment in the laboratories will help us investigate how gliomas form and progress, 

providing insights into new treatments and helping to detect glioma in its earliest stages,” he said. 

The University of Sydney has provided space for the lab in its Brain and Mind Research Institute in 

Camperdown and also supplied two cytotoxic cabinets. 


