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Inspiring doctor wins Geoff Walker Award 

Dr Emily Deck has been presented 

with the Geoff Walker Memorial 

Award as the most outstanding junior 

medical officer at Canterbury Hospital 

in 2014.  

The award acknowledges excellence 

in the performance of Prevocational 

Training Medical Officers and is 

named in honour of Dr Geoff Walker, 

the first physician to work at 

Canterbury Hospital, and establish a 

specialist practice outside of 

Macquarie Street. 

Dr Walker’s move to Canterbury 

made it easier for patients to access specialist medical services and he was renowned for his 

compassion, dedication and care for his patients throughout his 30 year career at the hospital.  

Dr Deck, in her second year of training at Canterbury Hospital, said the award has a “huge honor”.  

“I feel quite humbled by it, especially seeing the caliber of the other residents and interns who have 

been nominated,” Dr Deck said.  

“Dr Walker always worked to go above and beyond for his patients, so receiving an award in his 

memory means a great deal. It’s is a reminder of the standard we’re all striving for.”  

Dr Deck was nominated by Dr Allan Kelly, who said she “inspired calm and confidence in those 

around her”.  

“Emily’s clinical work was excellent. She was always thorough and clear in her assessments, 

appropriate in her investigations and management and meticulous in her documentation,” Dr Kelly 

said.  

“She was very enthusiastic and would thoroughly research all the cases she was involved with. She 

had a mature and professional approach to her work yet was happy and light hearted in her 

demeanor.”  

Dr Kelly said Dr Dent was an ideal recipient of the Geoff Walker Memorial Award, as she was 

always willing to help her colleagues and take on extra shifts when necessary.  

The ceremony award marked the third year the Geoff Walker Memorial Award has been presented 

and was attended by the General Manager of Canterbury Hospital, Ann Kelly, and a large group of 

specialists and colleagues. Dr Deck’s name was added to the Geoff Walker Award plaque, which is 

permanently on display in the hospital’s foyer. 


