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RPA staff volunteer in Africa without leaving home  
 

Royal Prince Alfred Hospital staff 

are providing healthcare in Africa 

without leaving their wards.   

 

The Twice the Doctor initiative 

encourages clinical staff to sacrifice 

a day’s pay to fund up to one 

month of doctor’s services or six 

months of nurse’s services in the 

developing world.   

 

Launched in Gosford Hospital last 

year, the initiative is being 

championed at RPA by Dr Brian 

Harrisberg and his wife Dr Jill 

Forer.  

 

“Our daughter, Laurie, is a 

Registered Medical Officer at Gosford Hospital where Twice the Doctor all began so my wife and I 

were among her first recruits,” Dr Harrisberg said.   

 

“The idea of virtual volunteering is wonderful because it allows our clinical staff to help deliver 

healthcare in a distant place while continuing their important work here at home.”  

 

RPA staff signing up with Twice the Doctor will help the Barbara May Foundation fund community 

birth attendants in the Afar region of Ethiopia to decrease the high incidence of women and babies 

who die or are injured during childbirth.  

 

RPA’s Dr Mark Bonnichsen will ‘volunteer’ with Twice the Doctor for the second time this year and is 

encouraging all his colleagues to participate.  

 

“There are so many of us who really want to help out overseas but can’t get over there for different 

reasons,” he said.  

 

“The best thing about Twice the Doctor is that every dollar we contribute directly helps local people 

build their skills and experience in the developing world, where they are desperately needed in the 

long term.”  

 

RPA will launch its Twice the Doctor campaign tomorrow with an information stall in the main foyer 

where staff can sign up on the spot.   

 

For more information or to sign up as a ‘virtual volunteer’ and help provide much needed health care 

in the developing world, visit www.twicethedoctor.org.au or www.barbaramayfoundation.com.  

http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Media_Releases.html
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Newsletters.html
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Newsletters.html
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Photos.html
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Videos.html
http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media/Reports.html
mailto:sydneymedia@sswahs.nsw.gov.au
http://www.twicethedoctor.org.au/
http://www.barbaramayfoundation.com/

