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Turning up the volume for HIV Testing Week 
 

Sydney Local Health District has turned up 

the volume in its efforts to end HIV with a 

free live music session to promote HIV 

Testing Week (1-7 June).     

 

NSW Health’s ‘EASYTOUR’ event series 

has been visiting cities around NSW all 

week to stress the importance of HIV testing 

and encouraging gay men and others at risk 

to check their HIV status. 

 

The music tour visited King Street in 

Newtown on Monday night with live 

performances from singer-songwriters Kate 

DeAraugo, Emily Williams and Melissa 

Tkautz drawing in crowds.  

 

The District’s Sexual Health Service staff were on site to hand out information, safe packs and 

orange gerbera flowers, promoting free and easy testing at local services in Newtown and at the 

Sexual Health Clinic in Camperdown. 

 

On Monday night, Positive Life NSW also screened the Australian Premier of ‘It’s Not Over’, the 

inspiring film of three courageous millenials from around the world who are living with or affected by 

HIV/AIDS at the Dendy Cinema, Newtown.  

 

Sydney Local Health District’s Director of Sexual Health, Associate Professor Catherine O’Connor, 

said promoting high levels of testing, treatment and safe sex practices in the local community was a 

high priority.  

 

“Increasing testing rates is an important community issue because HIV is generally transmitted by 

people who don’t know they have it. Regular testing is an important way to prevent new infections 

and diagnose HIV infection early,” Associate Prof O’Connor said.  

 

Last year, 14 per cent of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among heterosexual people.  

 

As well as gay men, heterosexual people who may be at risk of HIV should be tested. This includes 

people from countries where there are high rates of HIV infection and anyone who has unprotected 

sex while travelling, especially in Africa and Asia, or those sharing drug injecting equipment. Anyone 

who has had unprotected sex with a high risk person should also be tested.  

 

Heterosexuals living with HIV are encouraged to contact Pozhet, the Heterosexual HIV Service for 

NSW at www.pozhet.org.au. For information on HIV testing, treatment and prevention go to 

www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv or call 1800 451 624. 
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