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Clearing the air on smoke-free dining laws 

 
New smoke-free dining legislation takes effect 

today, July 6, and Sydney Local Health District 

has been busy educating thousands of local 

businesses to ensure they understand how to 

comply with the new laws. 

Population Health staff have given 

presentations at council meetings and licensed 

venue forums, and educational packs have 

been mailed to every relevant business in the 

area. 

"There seems to be great awareness of the new 

laws in the community, but we're receiving lots 

of calls requesting advice on what they mean for individual businesses and their dining areas," 

Sydney Local Health District Environmental Health Officer Geoff Tan said. 

"Thankfully, NSW Health websites and factsheets are very clear on exactly what is changing." 

From today, smoking is not permitted in a commercial outdoor dining area, including:  

 a seated dining area 

 within four metres of a seated dining area 

 within 10 metres of a food fair stall 

“A seated dining area is any space where businesses provide food and seating in the outdoor area 

where the food is being eaten,” Mr Tan said.   

Business owners must ensure they are displaying adequate ‘no-smoking’ signage in outdoor dining 

areas, which can be ordered free from the NSW Health website. 

The ban applies to any ignited tobacco product or non-tobacco smoking product including 

cigarettes, pipes, water-pipes or any other smoking devices. 

NSW Health authorised inspectors can now issue on the spot fines of $300 for individuals and 

penalties of up to $5500 for occupiers who ignore the ban. 

Local businesses should visit www.health.nsw.gov.au/smokefree for more information and to order 

free materials including an industry guide and mandatory outdoor ‘no smoking’ signage. 
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