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Our compassion at work in Africa   
 
Andrew Browning was just six years old when he 
decided to become a missionary, but it was 
volunteering in a Rwandan genocide refugee 
camp during medical training that sealed his fate.  
 
The obstetrician and gynaecologist has 
volunteered in Ethiopia for 10 years and Tanzania 
for two years, providing fistula surgery and 
prevention to tens of thousands of women.    
 
Fistulae are caused when a baby’s head becomes 
stuck in the birth canal and tears the mother’s bladder, rectum or both, resulting in urinary 
and fecal incontinence.  
 
“It’s very rewarding, but not without its challenges,” Dr Browning said.  “Everything breaks; 
we’re often without electricity or water at home and the hospital; and we perform operations 
with no monitoring and no machines to test haemoglobin. You need to rely on your clinical 
skills to help these people and they’re very grateful.”  
 
Despite these challenges, he has cared for more than 10,000 fistula patients and operated 
on more than 6,000.  
 
“It’s relatively easy to raise money for treatment, but very difficult to raise money for 
prevention and that’s why the Barbara May Foundation was established,” Dr Browning said. 
 
Sydney Local Health District’s Workplace Giving Program is the Barbara May Foundation’s 
largest donor, having raised more than $1 million by asking staff to donate as little as one 
dollar a week from their pay. Performing a caesarean in Ethiopia costs about $100, while 
delivering a baby normally costs about $50.   
 
“That means everyone donating a dollar a week could be saving one life each year,” Dr 
Browning said.  
 
The program has helped the foundation build a 20-bed maternity hospital in the Afar region 
of Ethiopia, which is the only safe place to deliver for 1.5 million people.  

 
Dr Browning is visiting the District to update staff on what their donations are achieving.  
 

 Thursday 30 July, 8am, Concord Hospital, Medical Education Centre  

  Friday 31 July, 1pm, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Kerry Packer Education Centre 

 Tuesday 4 August, 12pm, Canterbury Hospital, Lecture Rooms, Level 4 
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