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Balmain Hospital celebrates 130 years 
 
A cottage hospital that opened in Booth Street, 
Balmain in 1885 will celebrate a 130 year 
milestone of providing healthcare to the 
community this month.  

Balmain Hospital has changed many times since 
opening its doors.  

The hospital’s first purpose was to “provide for 
the frequent accidents and the popular treatment 
of serious illness that occurs in such thickly 
populated areas” as the working class suburb of 
Balmain was in 1885.   

Throughout its history, as times and 
demographics changed and reliance on the 
wharves and industry reduced, Balmain Hospital 
changed to suit the healthcare needs of the area 
and the community.  

Balmain Hospital now has 278 staff dedicated to 
aged care, rehabilitation and general practice.  

“We are a community of clinicians and staff with 
huge hearts; people who come to work each and 
every day to make a difference in the lives of 
those within our walls,” the General Manager, Dr 
Genevieve Wallace, said. 

To celebrate, staff were asked to reflect on their experience working at Balmain Hospital.  

Michael Berbari, head of occupational therapy has worked at the hospital for 10 years.  

“It gives me pride that we continue to meet the growing demand for aged care services and we 
continue to deliver great care,” he said.  

Debra Donnelly, now the District’s clinical director for aged care, rehabilitation and chronic care, 
started her career as a nurse at Balmain. 

“Balmain Hospital has been in my life forever. I was born there in 1960 and my mother was working 
there at the time. It has always been a great place to work with many passionate and dedicated staff 
and a great community feel,” she said. 
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