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RPA’s focus on the developing world 

 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital is 

donating 10 microscopes from a 

teaching laboratory to hospitals in 

the developing world. 

The head of RPA’s Ear Nose and 

Throat Department, Associate 

Professor Glen Croxson, said the 

donated microscopes would bring 

significant benefits to the receiving 

hospitals and their patients.  

“Many of the hospitals don’t have 

anything like this currently, so there 

are a number of surgical procedures that simply wouldn’t have been possible,” Associate Professor 

Croxson said. 

“These microscopes were state of the art technology when they first arrived here at RPA and they 

are still in excellent condition, so I’m glad that they will be put to good use helping patients 

overseas.” 

Their replacements in RPA’s Temporal Bone Laboratory provide several technological 

enhancements, including the ability to display their focus on large high definition screens.  

“This function makes the microscopes perfect for a teaching environment because a senior surgeon 

can review the intricate work of a surgeon in training in incredible detail,” Associate Professor 

Croxson said. 

“We are already training lots of ear nose and throat surgeons in the laboratory but the new 

technology will greatly increase the types of surgeons who can train here and the number of 

procedures that can be trained for here.”   

The new microscopes are all arranged facing two large screens at the font of the room where the 

output from any microscope in the room can be displayed.  

“This means that a senior surgeon can direct everyone to watch what they are doing at the front of 

the room and give a very detailed demonstration to the whole room at once,” he said.  

“This is an important investment because providing the best possible education is really key to 

maintaining the world class standard of treatment we provide.”   
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