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Talk with patience for Speech Pathology Week 
 
Speech pathology patients may have 
difficulty talking, but their message to 
the community was loud and clear 
during a recent group therapy session 
at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.  
 
“They want people to give them time 
to get their words out, not to guess 
what they’re trying to say, and not to 
assume their speech problem is 
intellectual,” said RPA speech 
pathologist Elyse Green. 
 
“Losing the ability to communicate can 
be devastating for person’s family 
relationships, their sense of independence and their identity in the community as they often 
can’t return to work.”  
 
Two years ago, Alan Griffith was working in the Attorney General’s office when he suffered 
an intracranial haemorrhage, resulting in severe receptive and expressive aphasia.  
 
“At first it was terrible. I didn’t know what had happened. I just couldn’t think of the words I 
wanted to say,” Mr Griffith said.  
 
“The speech pathologists here have been excellent. They have really persevered with me 
and I’m improving all the time.” 
 
For Ms Green, seeing patients regain their ability to communicate is the reason she chose 
her profession.  
 
“It’s why we do this job. It’s what drives us to come to work every morning,” she said. “Being 
able to help improve someone else’s quality of life is such a privilege and we don’t take it for 
granted.”   
 
Speech Pathology Week, August 23 to 29, celebrates the experts who help more than 1.1 

million Australians with communication or swallowing disorders which impact their daily 

lives.  

Speech pathology staff will set up an information stall in the main foyer of Royal Prince 

Alfred on Tuesday, August 25 to provide resources and answer any questions from staff or 

visitors to the hospital. 
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