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Improving surgery in the developing world 
 
Less than 10 per cent of the world’s population has 
access to surgical care considered routine in 
Australia.  
 
Innovative strategies to help address this disparity 
will be the focus of one session in the 81st RPA 
Reunion Week Symposium next month.  
 
“We’re moving away from the model in which a 
surgeon flies in, performs a surgery and flies out,” 
said RPA’s head of cardiothoracic research 
Professor Paul Bannon.  
 
“The experts we’ve invited to speak in this session 
have different approaches, but all are working to 
develop the skills and education for surgeons who 
live in these regions and can continue to provide care in their own communities.”  
 
Associate Professor Michael Hollands will present on his work in Myanmar and other parts 
of Asia, Dr Nyambura Mwaniki on the Surgical Knowledge Exchange program in Kenya and 
Associate Professor Kelvin Kong will discuss challenges in surgical treatment for Australia’s 
indigenous population.  
 
“In many ways, what we’re doing overseas mirrors what we’re doing in remote Aboriginal 
communities, although the existing infrastructure and challenges are different,” Professor 
Bannon said.  

 
Chairing the symposium’s session on global health, Professor Bannon will also share his 
insights from several educational visits to East Africa, where increasingly westernised diets 
are resulting in much higher rates of cardiovascular disease.  
 
“There are lots of ways we can, and do, help, including operating alongside surgeons in 
training, providing curricula and setting up training the trainer programs,” Professor Bannon 
said.  
 
The Baird Institute has established a scholarship program with the Nairobi University to help 
develop cardiac surgeons in Kenya and a fundraising event to support the initiative will be 
held immediately after the session on global health.  
 
The RPA Reunion Week Symposium will run from September 2 to 4, at the Kerry Packer 
Education Centre. The session on global health begins at 4pm on Wednesday September 
2. For the full program visit www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/Media/pdf/RPA_ReunionWeek2015.pdf  
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