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Meeting of minds for neurosciences think tank 

 

This week some of the world’s leading neuroscience clinicians 
will gather for an event to celebrate their remarkable 
achievements, and outline future progress. 
 
The first annual Neurosciences Think Tank offers a series of 
fascinating presentations on the latest research and treatment 
innovations and an opportunity for clinicians to discuss how their 
services will grow and develop over the next five to 10 years.  
 
The event will also include the launch of the first publication 
dedicated to Sydney Local Health District’s neurosciences 
clinical stream.  
 
“Neurosciences Today 2015 features some of our ground-
breaking research and stories of patients who have benefited 
from the world-class care and treatment we provide,” said the 
Clinical Director of the stream, Dr Paul Stalley.  
 
Speakers on the day will include RPA’s head of neurosurgery, Dr Martin McGee-Collett, 
who will discuss the past and future of neurosurgery, and Neurology Clinical Nurse 
Consultant Nadia Burkholter, who will explain recent advances in the care of stroke 
patients.  
 
Concord Hospital’s Professor Garth Nicholson will provide a fascinating insight into the 
genes and mutations that cause neurodegenerative diseases of the brain, spinal cord and 
peripheral nerve, while neurosurgeon Dr Ben Jonker will discuss his exciting work in 
stereotactic surgery for epilepsy.  
 
RPA is one of two hospitals in Australia using stereotactic electroencephalography, which is 
a minimally invasive technique creating three dimensional recordings of seizures, identifying 
the precise part of the brain causing them prior to surgery. RPA’s Director of 
Comprehensive Epilepsy Service Associate Professor Armin Mohamed said the technique 
was incredibly exciting as it offered surgery to patients who previously had no surgical 
options. 
 
Nine News visited RPA last week to report on the new procedure and you can watch the 
story here. 

 
The Neurosciences Think Tank will run from 3pm to 5pm at RPA’s Kerry Packer Education 
Centre on Wednesday September 16, followed by a social get together with the clinicians 
from 5pm at the Jacaranda Café on level 5 of the hospital.  Places for the social gathering 
are limited. Please RSVP to Sydneymedia@sswahs.nsw.gov.au  
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