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Concord’s commitment to Diggers   
 
John McEwan-Ferguson survived two tours of Vietnam but 
it was the death of his wife that finally prompted him to 
seek support from Concord Hospital’s Veteran’s Day 
Centre five years ago.  
 
“I had been married a lifetime, 53 years, and I had never 
lost anyone I was so close to,” he said. “The centre has 
given me great company and friendships, but it’s also kept 
me healthy with exercises classes and lots of advice. I 
would recommend it to any veteran.”  
 
World War II veteran Ray Gentles, 90, is equally grateful to 
the hospital after a number of admissions over the past two 
years.  
 
“I can’t speak highly enough of Concord and all the staff 
there,” Mr Gentles said. “It has meant the world to know 
that the hospital is there to look after us, especially now 
that some of us are getting on a bit.”  
 
Mr Gentles served in the New Guinea campaign in 
Sananda, Rabaul and Bougainville and is currently serving as a veteran guide at the 
Kokoda Walkway Memorial Track, where 3,500 students visited last year to learn about 
Australia’s military history.     
 
October 9 is Veteran’s Health Day and the hospital will mark the occasion with a series of 
presentations on health issues affecting veterans. Topics will include depression in the 
elderly; healthy eating for healthy ageing; and managing and preventing falls.   
 
The hospital will also hold a ceremony to name the Griffith Spragg Building at the Concord 
Centre for Mental Health in hour of the veteran advocate and Concord employee. Dr 
Spragg served in Syria and Kokoda and went on to become the head of Concord Hospital’s 
Psychiatry Department and chief psychiatric adviser for the Department of Veterans' Affairs.  
 
The ceremony will begin at 9am on Friday, October 9, at the Concord Centre for Mental 
Health and will be attended by members of Mr Spragg’s family and former Governor 
Professor Marie Bashir. The health presentations will begin at 10 am in the Concord 
Medical Education Centre auditorium. 
 
For more information on Concord Hospital’s Veteran’s Services visit 
www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/concord/v_about.html.  
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