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Canterbury mayor champions BreastScreen 
 
City of Canterbury Mayor Brian Robson knows the 
importance of cancer screening – his wife, Sue, is alive 
today thanks to a visit to a BreastScreen van. 
  
But for his sister, who did not undergo screening, the 
diagnosis came too late. 
 
“I was very lucky because my breast cancer was 
detected early at the mobile van at Roselands and 
surgeons were able to remove it completely,” Mrs 
Robson said.  
 
“Sadly, Brian’s sister was diagnosed too late, so we 
understand the importance of early detection. It saved my life. Based on my family history, I 
only had a five per cent chance of getting breast cancer so it really can happen to anyone.” 
 
The couple is now committed to raising awareness and encouraging local women to have 
regular mammograms.  
 
They attended the recent Breast Cancer Awareness Month event, where the District 
launched a new state-of-the-art mobile BreastScreen van and announced plans to open a 
permanent site at the Campsie Centre. The centre will have the nation’s first sensory suite 
aimed at relieving any discomfort or anxiety related to having a mammogram. 
 
The Lantern Club in Roselands offered to raise $30,000 this month to support the new 
centre but $74,000 was raised at one fundraising dinner last week, including $10,000 that 
Cr Robson presented on behalf of the City of Canterbury.  
 
The Canterbury area has one of the lowest rates of breast screening in NSW. Mrs Robson 
is working with Wafa Zai, from the Muslim Women’s Association, to educate and raise 
awareness of the importance of breast screening with the aim to increase screening rates 
among the area’s culturally and linguistically diverse women.    
 
“Breast cancer can affect the lives of any woman. I would say to everyone - all it takes is 30 
seconds of discomfort that could save your life,” Mrs Robson said. “I go regularly now and 
the staff are so friendly, positive and comforting. This really isn’t a test to avoid.”   

 
The BreastScreen mobile van is currently located at Canterbury Hospital offering free 
mammograms from 8.30am to 4pm Monday to Friday until November 6.  
 
To make an appointment call 13 20 50.  
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