
 

 

Media Centre 

Associate Professor Garsia at his recognition ceremony.  

 

News 
HealthMatters 
(Newsletter) 

Photos Videos Publications Contact Us 

 

20 October 2015  

 

A history of helping HIV patients  
 
When the first cases of HIV shook Australia in 
1982, Associate Professor Roger Garsia was 
among the first clinicians to call for, and help 
establish, HIV services at RPA. 
 
He was instrumental in the development of NSW 
HIV policy and strategy, chairing the statewide 
advisory committee, and advanced our 
understanding of the disease through 
epidemiology, clinical, social and virology 
research. 
 
His enormous contribution over the past 30 
years was acknowledged at a ceremony last week marking his retirement from his post at 
Sydney Local Health District. 
 
Having served as a senior Staff Specialist in immunology since 1978, Associate Professor 
Garsia will now become Associate Dean of the Central Clinical School at the University of 
Sydney.  
 
“Roger was a powerful advocate for the establishment of the Needle Syringe Program, and 
for innovative and multidisciplinary models of care for people with HIV,” Chief Executive Dr 
Teresa Anderson said.  
 
“I know he is very proud to be the medical director of our HIV dementia residential care 
service at Yaralla House, which is the only service of its kind in the world.” 
 
Associate Professor Garsia was overwhelmed by the ceremony, attended by NSW Health 
Protection Director, Dr Jeremy McAnulty, and the Chief Executive of Positive Life NSW, 
Craig Cooper. 
 
“It has been a huge honour to have worked with such remarkable colleagues since the 
beginning of the HIV epidemic. I am proud to have played a role in the dramatic 
improvement in the outlook for people with HIV,” he said.  
 
In his new role, Professor Garsia is looking forward to taking what he has learned from 
interdisciplinary care into interdisciplinary teaching by changing curriculums and teaching 
environments for medical and other health science students.  
 
“I’m so glad that I’ll still be able to work alongside colleagues from the District and HIV 
sector.” 
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