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National award for Aboriginal rising star 
 
Charlee Law has only been working with 
Sydney Local Health District since 2012 but has 
already amassed an impressive collection of 
accolades.  
 
This week, the Trainee Aboriginal 
Environmental Health Officer was named the 
National Trainee of the Year at the National 
Environmental Health Conference, after 
receiving a New Colombo Plan Scholarship last 
year. The scholarship is an initiative of the 
Australian Government to increase study and 
work opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region.  
 
Currently completing a Bachelor of Natural Science (Health and Environment) at the 
National University of Singapore, Ms Law earned a place on the Dean’s Merit List for being 
in the top 10 per cent of her student cohort at the University of Western Sydney, and has 
also completed a Diploma of Business and Certificate II in Indigenous Leadership. 
 
Ms Law is one of the first environmental health trainees to be jointly employed by Sydney 
Local Health District and City of Canada Bay. 

 
“Awards like these reflect quality of training, which couldn't have been reached without the 
support and mentorship I have received from the Public Health Unit and other Population 
Health staff,” Ms Law said. “I’m so grateful to everyone at Sydney Local Health District.”  
 
The award recognised her academic success, her leadership in mentoring other trainees, 
and her commitment to improving public health outcomes in her community. She regularly 
volunteers to promote trainee programs to prospective university students.  
 
“Charlee also helped organise the 10th national conference on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Environmental Health after presenting at the 9th national conference,” said the 
District’s Deputy Director of Environmental Health Graham Burgess. “Her presentation, 
explored how international leadership programs focused on indigenous youth could improve 
environmental health outcomes and benefit all communities involved.”  
 
Within the District, Ms Law helps organise Aboriginal cultural events including Close the 
Gap Day and NAIDOC Week, and also visits local childcare centres and primary schools to 
promote germ and hygiene awareness. To learn more about the Aboriginal Environmental 
Health Officer Training Program visit 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/aboriginal/Pages/aehotp.aspx.  
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