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Blue wrens win premier place on Missenden Road  
 
A mural featuring superb blue wrens has 
taken out first prize in Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital’s Muralogy 2015 competition and 
will be painted onto a large wall at the 
corner of Missenden Rd and Carillon 
Avenue in Camperdown.  
 
The mural was one of 17 entries received 
by the Muralogy committee in an 
Australian first collaboration between a 
public hospital and street artists. 
 
It will be painted on the main wall of the 
new Institute of Academic Surgery building 
facing Missenden Road. 
 
Artist Janne Birkner said the superb blue wren was a local bird which had increased in numbers on 
the RPA campus in the past four years, and its hue matched the colour of staff uniforms. 
 
“Freedom is a common term associated with birds and should be a term felt around RPA and the 
Institute of Academic Surgery,” he said.  
 
“I believe that the idea of this low dwelling local wren can do this. It holds with it some kind of 
cuteness but fragile and lucid happiness, and a unified audience shares this thought 
subconsciously.” 
 
The three runners up were Cameron Scott with his entry “Camouflage Bones”; Alexander Edema 
with his entry “Surgeon’s Scalpel; and Team PMBC, a collaboration of staff from the Professor Marie 
Bashir Centre and their entry “Petri Dishes”. 
 
The People’s Choice award was given to Steven Nuttall with his entry “Human Form” while Andrew 
Mills was awarded an honourable mention for his moving mural called “Sorry”. 
 
The submissions were judged by: 

• Mark Nelson, the Vice-President of the Art Gallery of NSW Board of Trustees and a 
judge for the Archibald Competition. 

• Associate Professor Michael Esson, the former Director, International Drawing 
Research Initiative, UNSW Art and Design and our Art in Surgery Workshop co-
ordinator. 
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o Tina Donnelly, a benefactor and strong supporter of the Institute of Academic 
Surgery. 

o Professor Michael Solomon, the Co-Chair of the RPA Institute of Academic 
Surgery. 

o Professor Richard Allen,the Director of the RPA Transplant Institute. 

o Mae Rafraf, RPA patient /consumer representative. 

o Josephine Bennett, the Manager of Culture and Recreation at Marrickville 
Council.  

o Jimmy Pizarro, the Managing Director of Montana Australia who sponsored the 
competition.  

 
The Chief Executive of Sydney Local Health District, Dr Teresa Anderson, said the competition was 
“a great opportunity to engage with our local community and to portray the innovative and 
collaborative nature of both the Institute of Academic Surgery and the Transplant Institute”. 
 
“We also wanted to give the building an iconic presence on the greater RPA campus that is in 
keeping with the local area,” she said. 
 
“There are so many fantastic murals around the inner west, and we wanted to add our building to 
that wonderful group.” 
 
The murals will be painted by early January. 

 


